Southwind v.
Canada:
Implications for
Land Managers

NALMA land managers
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The Southwind
Case
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Timeline of Lac Seul First Nation Flooding claim

Construction of Ear
Falls dam..FIoodlng 1929
begins

11,000+ acres of LSFN
reserve permanently

Canada pays $50,263
(partial settlement) L

a1®
1936 flooded
|
1985 LSFN files lawsuit in
1991 Federal Court. Canada

acknowledges breach

Federal Court awards 2017
S30M compensation

Federal court of Appeal
2D EI e —' upholds 2017 decision



Timeline of Lac Seul First Nation Flooding claim

Supreme Court March 3rd LSFN
( Southwind v. Canada) members ratify
breach of fiduciary Pt e 2021 —— 2024 —* settlement agreement
duty

2024
Final Settlement |

S234Million



‘ Case Outcome:

Lac Seul: Bare Land Value vs. Southwind Compensation

$234M
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Bare Land Value Southwind Compensation

(2017 Award) (2024 Settlement) $3OM =+ in‘l'ereS'l',




Impacts on
Valuation &
Expropriation
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Going Forward
Liability




Indian Act vs. Land Code

Authority Risk

Indian Act: Canada approves Indian Act: Limited control, Canada at fault
«Land Code: Nation approves «Land Code: Full control, Nation bears risk
Liability Process

*Indian Act: Canada responsible Indian Act: Centralized
«Land Code: Nation responsible L and Code: Self-governed, must safeguard






Risk Mitigation Tools:

1

Independent
valuations.

3

Strong agreements

with review clauses.

2

Transparent
community approval.

4

Documented benefit
agreements &
Record keeping






Closing Messages




Welad’lioq!

Do you have any questions?

Cheryl Knockwood
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